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Editorially Speaking
In the July issue of the Journal of Ac­
countancy there is an article on the place of 
women in public accounting in the post-war 
era. The article was written by Jennie Palen, 
a director of the American Woman’s Society 
of Certified Public Accountants.
Miss Palen’s article, which shows evidence 
of much painstaking investigation, gives an 
optimistic view. The conclusion reached is 
that a woman will not be barred from 
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achieving a worthwhile place in public ac­
counting because of sex—her ability to meet 
the requirements of the work and the results 
she accomplishes will be the determining 
factor.
We believe that the ideas conveyed in this 
article are the result of interviews and opin­
ions obtained in the New York City area. 
We hope that the same feeling exists in other 
parts of the country. Perhaps it would be 
well for our members to call the attention of 
leading accountants in their respective com­
munities to this article in order to counter­
act the still existing timidity in regard to 
women in public accounting.
*****
The Refresher Course being published by 
the American Institute of Accountants is ex­
pected to be ready for distribution in Sep­
tember. This compilation of articles on vari­
ous accounting, auditing, and tax subjects 
was originally planned as a review for ac­
countants who have been serving in the 
armed forces. Its table of contents, how­
ever, has caused many accounting firms to 
feel that it would make a good staff training 
course. And-—as a note to Program Chair­
men—many of its chapters should furnish 
excellent material for chapter round-table 
discussions or for the consideration of study 
groups.
*****
This is the time of the year when, in most 
chapters, newly elected officers and newly 
appointed committee chairmen are making 
plans for chapter activities during the com­
ing year. We wish them all success, and we 
have a suggestion for chapter presidents. 
While planning and carrying forward the 
work of the chapter, some special thought 
and effort should be expended on the prob­
lems of our societies nationally.
Some years ago, the idea of regional con­
ferences was advanced. The war, of course, 
prohibited anything being done in that line 
but with the end of the war in sight some 
thought should be given as to the advisability 
of such a program. There has also been 
the question as to whether chapter programs 
should be coordinated, in whole or in part. 
Perhaps other questions will occur to you 
on which we should have unified national 
action.
You may be assured that your national 
officers will welcome any suggestions or ideas 
you may have for strengthening our organi­
zations and for increasing the economic 
effectiveness of the woman accountant.
*****
IN MEMORIAM
It is with sincere regret that we report the 
death of Elizabeth Cook Miller, wife of 
T/Sgt. John C. Miller, of Randolph Field, 
San Antonio, Texas, and daughter of Mrs. 
Bertha Craven Cook of Indianapolis.
A graduate of Shortridge High School and 
of Butler University, Betty Cook was then 
employed in the accounting department of 
Eli Lilly and Co., Indianapolis, until her 
marriage to Sgt. Miller in April of 1942.
Together with Ida Broo and Katherine 
Kaercher, she organized and greatly assisted 
in the development of the Indianapolis 
Chapter, the first unit of the American So­
ciety of Women Accountants. She was a 
diligent worker and at one time served the 
chapter as president.
Betty was an accomplished singer and had 
been soloist at the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Indianapolis. She also acted as 
soloist with the Indianapolis Newsboys Band. 
On many occasions her singing added great 
pleasure to meetings of the ASWA.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. 
Cook and Sgt. Miller, and also to Betty’s 
fellow members in the Indianapolis Chapter. 
May their sorrow be eased by their happy 
memories.
NOTICE
Because of travel conditions, it has been decided that no national 
convention of our two societies will be held this year.
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